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HOW DOES SILVER WORK



• •

• APPLICATION TO PRACTICE – TIPS FOR USING 
SILVER DRESSINGS

• ■ For infected wounds, initial use should be 
for a two week challenge

• ■ Continued use of silver dressings should 
include regular review

• ■ Use silver dressings with caution in children 
and very large wounds



• BOX 5: When not to use silver dressings

• ■ In the absence of signs of localised (overt or 
covert), spreading or systemic infection

• ■ Clean surgical wounds at low risk of infection, 
eg donor sites, closed surgical wounds

• ■ Chronic wounds healing as expected according 
to comorbidities and age

• ■ Small acute wounds at low risk of infection

• ■ Patients who are sensitive to silver or any of 
the dressing components 

• ■ Wounds being treated with enzymatic 
debridement

• ■ During pregnancy or lactation
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• Infection rate 95%

• Wound healing rate: 14.5- 9.1 days

• Cost: The mean cost per cm2 was USD 0.088 and USD 

0.059 

• Length of hospital stay: 20- 40%

• Pain

• Use of systemic antibiotics

• Surgery






